


Health system happenings

Akron Children’s will provide primary care for
Broadway club members and community kids.

Akron Children’s partners
with Boys & Girls Clubs
of Northeast Ohio

Akron Children’s has been named the exclusive pediatric
partner for health care services and programming for
Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Ohio (BGCNEO). As
part of the collaboration, Akron Children’s will have a
pediatric primary care office at BGCNEO’s Broadway
Club, located at 6114 Broadway Ave. in Cleveland.
Club members and community children through age
21 will have access to same-day sick visits, wellness

checkups, preventive screenings and behavioral health

care. The facility is scheduled to open in October 2026.

MORE CHILDHOOD, PLEASE. |

VOLUME THREE

Primary care network
expands

Akron Children’s Pediatrics expanded its reach in Stark
County by opening a Jackson Township office.
Community Health Care joined Akron Children’s
primary care network, and the practice name is now
Akron Children’s Pediatrics, Jackson. The brand-new
office has convenient parking, 24 primary care exam
rooms and access to the hospital’s extensive network
of pediatric specialists.

Pediatric primary care services are being added to the
Akron Children’s location in Montrose, which currently
houses urgent care and walk-in care for orthopedic and
sports injuries. The primary care office is set to open in
June 2026. It will offer wellness checkups and vaccines,
sick visits, management of chronic diseases such as

diabetes and a dedicated behavioral health room.

“Opening these new locations is an exciting step
forward in bringing care closer to home for families,”
said Gia Polichena, Akron Children’s Pediatrics
operations and strategic planner. “We're making
pediatric care more convenient and accessible, so
every child has the support they need to grow and

thrive right in their own community.”

Akron Children’s Pediatrics,
Jackson



Warren Health Center
Improvements

Construction is underway at Akron Children’s Health
Center, Warren. Rehabilitative services moved to a
larger suite. Specialty services and urgent care will
have separate suites, making room for more specialties
to be added. The primary care office is also adding
six exam rooms and another provider. The entire
project is slated to be completed in the fall of 2026.

Healthy Info,
Healthy Kids campaign

Medical misinformation — the spread of false,
confusing or misleading information that often goes
against what medical experts know to be true — is
everywhere. That is why Akron Children’s launched

the “Healthy Info, Healthy Kids” campaign.

Our goal is to ensure that families have access to

dependable, evidence-based resources to help them

make good health care decisions. Through ongoing
education, clear communication and strategic

Shawnee Emrich, medical assistant in the

Ronald McDonald Care Mobile, vaccinates partnerships, Akron Children’s will continue to
patient Mathew Robertson.

serve as a trusted source of truth in a rapidly

evolving health information landscape.

The Healthy Info,
Ronald McDonald Care Mobile® Healthy Kids

. . campaign tackles Healthy
serves Mahoning Valley kids ealth care topics Info,

including vaccines,
Akron Children’s launched a primary care clinic on i .
child suicide and
wheels, donated by Ronald McDonald House Charities )
the behavioral
of Northeast Ohio. Services range from wellness checkups .
health crisis, gun

and vaccines to sick visits and referrals to specialists. i
safety, autism care

The Care Mobile reduces barriers to care — such as )
and the impact of

transportation issues — by visiting schools, neighborhoods o )
Medicaid cuts on the patients we serve. We are

and libraries. Kids throughout Mahoning, Trumbull and , )
partnering with parents to share easy-to-understand

Columbiana counties get the medical care they need, ) ) ) )
health information with a focus on protecting and
close to home. . . . .
improving kids’ health. Learn more by visiting

akronchildrens.org/healthy-info.
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The parent’s perspective:

The brightest light

Every family is unique, and so are their health care experiences.
In “The parent’s perspective,” you'll learn about amazing patients

from the people who know them best.

by Kailey Riffe

We noticed something was different about Nolan when
he was learning to stand. He struggled with simple motor
skills, and even physical therapy wasn't enough to get
him on track. As a special education teacher, I'm all about

early intervention, so we decided to see a neurologist.

And that's when our lives changed forever.

L Today, Nolan’s big personality is
one of the brightest lights in our life.
He loves to learn, play and build
things — and he gifts us with belly
laughs almost every day. 77

- Kailey, Nolan’s mother

At 2 years old, Nolan was diagnosed with Duchenne
muscular dystrophy, a genetic disorder that causes

progressive muscular degeneration.

We were devastated. We felt robbed of the life we had
dreamed about. Questions like, “Why us?” and “Why our
baby?” echoed through my head each day. The grief ran
deep. It was a very difficult time in our life, and | struggled
to see any light through the darkness.
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But, over time, | realized that the true light in my life was
my sweet, silly, bright boy. Nolan has never let his
disability get in the way of his happiness, so we decided
to do the same. Instead of focusing on our grief over
losing the life we had expected, we chose to find the

joy in the life we were given so that we can be the best
parents to Nolan and his baby brother, Reed.

Now Nolan is 6 years old, and while he knows he is
different, we emphasize his many strengths rather than
his disability. Through building his confidence, teaching
him emotional regulation and how to persevere through
hard things, | like to think that maybe he teaches us to
do the same.

When Nolan was 4, we were informed of a life-changing
gene therapy at Akron Children’s. His team in the
Neuromuscular department advocated for him to the
insurance company, and we will forever be grateful that
they worked so diligently to get him this treatment. After
years of hearing there was no hope for improvement,
Nolan received the treatment in 2024. Since then, he

has already taken great strides in his functioning.

Today, Nolan’s big personality is one of the brightest
lights in our life. He loves to learn, play and build things
— and he gifts us with belly laughs almost every day.
His witty sense of humor and creative spirit only grow with
him as he gets older. And he is an amazing big brother
to Reed and is always sure to include him in everything.



Nolan gets the laughter going for the Riffe family:
Kailey, Reed, Nolan and Michael.

While | still struggle to talk about Nolan’s diagnosis,
focusing on the joy he brings and leaning on a strong
support system of friends and family has helped a lot.
| have also been able to connect with other families
through Akron Children’s. | even helped start the
Sharpsville Inclusive Play & Accessibility Fund. As a
special education teacher at the school Nolan attends,
I know how difficult our playground is for Nolan and
other students with disabilities to navigate. Our goal is
to build a brand-new, all-inclusive playground on the
school grounds — so all students can play together
safely and collaboratively.

To any parent who is facing a life-altering diagnosis,
these changes may feel extremely dark and devastating.
It's OK to grieve and mourn the loss of what you
thought would be. But when you take things day by
day, you will find light in the things that make you feel

positive and hopeful.

Duchenne muscular dystrophy is a part of Nolan’s life,
but it is not his whole life. As his mom, | know that

he wants what every other child wants: to be loved,
included and enjoy his life. That's why | teach my boys
to have compassion and empathy and to embrace
people’s differences, even if they’re hard to understand.
Because my dream is for my sweet boy to live in a
world that treats him with the love and respect that

he — and everyone — deserves.

Nolan, 6 years old, began a gene therapy treatment
for Duchenne muscular dystrophy two years ago at
Akron Children’s.
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Connect with us.

SCheduImg an

appointment Is
much easier than
getting to the mooft

¢

Find a date, time and location that work for you.

Parenting involves doing many things at once. We get it. So, we've made it easy to schedule your
child’s sick visits, well visits or newborn visits at Akron Children’s. Whether you're a new or existing
patient, simply go online to find a time and location that work best for you. Like we said, easy.

Schedule an appointment online right now at akronchildrens.org/appointments.
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