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Our new Amherst Health Center opened in December, allowing us to provide Lorain 
County families with high quality pediatric care closer to home. The one-story, 
23,000-square-foot facility offers primary care, rehabilitative services, specialty 	
services, radiology and lab services in a child-friendly environment. 

We also expanded our collaboration with Mercy Health – Lorain to operate their 
special care nursery. We provide the expert newborn care, while Mercy Health – 
Lorain delivers high-quality maternal care.

Our regional expansion continued to the northwest with the opening of an outpatient 
health center to provide our primary care and specialty services to families in 		
Sandusky and surrounding communities. To the south, we opened a new primary 
care practice in Millersburg. With the additions of Akron Children’s Hospital 		
Pediatrics offices in Millersburg and Sandusky, our primary care network has 		
grown to 35 locations.

Bringing expert care closer to home 
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Our investment in the 
children we serve would 
not be possible without the 
tremendous support of our 
donors. We are grateful for 
this generous support, which 
helps us fulfill our mission of 
building a stronger, healthier 
future for all children.

Akron Children's At-A-Glance

$36.9M

$41.8M

2021

$38.6M
$35.3M

$20.8M

2020201920182017

Philanthropy: 2017-2021

All data in this report is from 2021.

Honors and Awards
NURSING EXCELLENCE:

•	 Magnet® Hospital Recognition by the American 
Nurse Credentialing Center	

•	 NDNQI® Award for Outstanding Nursing Quality

BEST WORKPLACE:

•	 Forbes’ America’s Best Large Employers
•	 NorthCoast 99 and Plain Dealer Top Workplace 

Awards
•	 LinkedIn 25 Top Companies in Greater 	

Cleveland-Akron-Canton area
•	 Becker’s Hospital Review 150 Top Places to 

Work in Healthcare

PATIENT CARE:

•	 Newsweek’s Best Specialized Hospitals – Pediatrics
•	 U.S. News Best Children’s Hospitals for 

Gastroenterology, Neurology & Neurosurgery, 
Pulmonology & Lung Surgery, Urology

161
AIRBEAR® TRANSPORTS

3,002
GROUND TRANSPORTS

222,407
SCHOOL HEALTH 

CLINIC VISITS

6,340
CHILDREN'S HOME         

CARE VISITS

35
PEDIATRICIAN

OFFICES

50
PRIMARY AND

SPECIALTY LOCATIONS

2
CHILDREN'S 
HOSPITALS

4
URGENT
CARES

9,362
INPATIENT 

ADMISSIONS

1,268,162
TOTAL 

OUTPATIENT VISITS

16,945
SURGERIES

547,359
PRIMARY CARE 

VISITS

30,574
URGENT CARE 

VISITS

88,611
ER VISITS



    Unreimbursed Medicaid & Uncompensated Care $158.7M 

    Research, Advocacy & Community Partnerships $9.6M

    Health Professional Education $10.1M

    Community Programs & Services $63.1M

132021 AKRON CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

Community benefit financials

 *unaudited – 
Finances in the report are                

pending IRS review.

TOTAL COMMUNITY 
INVESTMENT

$241.5M*

M=millions
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Ryan Tekac	

Krista Wasowski	

		

Thank you to our Community Health Needs Assessment Steering Committee!

To be included in community benefit reporting, activities must incur a cost 
to the hospital and address an identified community need and at least 
one of four objectives:

•	 Improve health care access

•	 Enhance community health

•	 Advance medical or health knowledge 

•	 Reduce the burden on government                                                                                                                    
and community-based agencies
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UNREIMBURSED 
MEDICAID & 
UNCOMPENSATED CARE

•	 The unreimbursed 
portion of services for 
Medicaid patients and 
financial assistance for 
families who are unable 
to pay for all or part of 
their medical expenses

RESEARCH, ADVOCACY 	
& COMMUNITY 		
PARTNERSHIPS

•	 Non-proprietary 
research supported 
by internal or eligible      
grant funds

•	 Advocacy for community 
health improvement 

•	 Cash and in-kind 
donations to                    
community                         
organizations with  
missions that align  
with our own

HEALTH 
PROFESSIONAL
EDUCATION

•	 Training, clinical                        
rotations, internships                              
and continuing                    
education for                           
practitioners

COMMUNITY
PROGRAMS & 
SERVICES

•	 Community health    
education, outreach 
programs and 	
supports that do not 
generate revenue 

•	 Subsidized services 
and initiatives that    
address identified 
health needs
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AKRON CHILDREN'S 

HOSPITAL BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS – 2022 

O F F I C E R S

Virginia C. Addicott		
Chair			 
Retired/President & CEO		
FedEx Custom Critical

Christopher A. Gessner		
President & CEO			 
Akron Children's Hospital	

Alicia E. LaMancusa, CPA,  	
  MBA 			 
Interim Chief Financial Officer 	
& Treasurer		
Akron Children's Hospital	

Lisa M. Bandwen			
Secretary				 
Women’s Board of 		
Akron Children's Hospital	

Anthea R. Daniels			
Assistant Secretary			
Chief Legal Officer			
Akron Children's Hospital

D I R E C T O R S

Robert C. Berk	 	
Vice President		
Creative Technology	

Timothy M. Burke			
President, Northeast Ohio		
KeyBank

Paul N. Catania	 		
Sr. Vice President,			
Managing Director, 		
Akron/Canton Market		
Oswald Companies	

Patrick M. Covey			 
President & CEO		              
The Davey Tree Expert Company

Virginia C. Drosos			
Chief Executive Officer		
Signet Jewelers		

Paul M. Dutton, Esq.	 	
Attorney & Partner		
Harrington, Hoppe & Mitchell, 
Ltd.			 

Michael L. Forbes, MD, 	       	
  FAAP, FCCM	 		
Chief Academic Officer;	
William H. and Rebecca D. 
Considine Endowed Chair 		
in Research 		
Akron Children’s Hospital

William M. Hopkins	
Retired/Vice President 	
Tire Technology & Strategic 
Initiatives			
Goodyear Technical Center

Montrella S. Jackson	
Court Administrator/Chief 
Executive			
Akron Municipal Court	

William Kelleher	 	
Vice President, Operational 
Excellence		
The Timken Company	

Joan Lauck		
2nd Vice President 	
Women’s Board of		
Akron Children’s Hospital	

Kara C. Lewis		
Vice President		
Bernstein Private Wealth 
Management		

Michelle M. Luecke	
Treasurer 		
Women’s Board of		
Akron Children’s Hospital	

Rev. Lewis Macklin	
Lead Pastor		
Holy Trinity Missionary 	
Baptist Church		

Shefali S. Mahesh, MD	
President, Medical Staff	
Akron Children’s Hospital	

John F. Mayer		
Retired/Vice President U.S. 	
Retail Sales		
The J.M. Smucker Co.	

Robert S. McGregor, MD	
Chief Medical Officer	
Akron Children’s Hospital	

Stephen E. Myers		
Retired/Chairman		
Myers Industries, Inc.

John C. Orr		
Retired/President & CEO	
Myers Industries, Inc.

Richard S. Rogers		
Retired/President & CEO		
B.W. Rogers Company

Margaret L. Stalter	 	
President			
Women’s Board of		
Akron Children’s Hospital	

Glen L. Stephens	 	
President				 
G. Stephens, Inc.

Shelley Taylor		
President 		
Paige and Byrnes Insurance

Barbara J. Varley	 		
1st Vice President			 
Women’s Board of		
Akron Children’s Hospital	

Darren R. Wells		
Executive Vice President 		
& CFO			 
The Goodyear Tire & 	
Rubber Co.		

Robert J. Wells	 	
Retired/Senior Vice President	
Corporate Communications 		
& Public Affairs   		                                               
The Sherwin-Williams 
Company		

Mark L. Wulkan, MD, FACS, 	
  FAAP			 
Bruce F. Rothmann, MD 	
Chair in Pediatric Surgery	
Akron Children’s Hospital

AKRON CHILDREN'S 

HOSPITAL FOUNDATION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS – 

2022

O F F I C E R S

Mark W. Oelschlager		
Chair			 
President, CIO & Co-Founder 
Oelschlager Investments

Kevin J. Helmick	 	
Vice Chair		
President & CEO 		
Farmers National Bank	

Christopher A. Gessner 
President & CEO		
Akron Children’s Hospital	

Michele (Shelly) E. Brown	
Vice President, Development;	
Executive Director, 	
Akron Children's Hospital 
Foundation

Alicia E. LaMancusa, CPA,  	
  MBA 		  	
Interim Chief Financial Officer 
& Treasurer		
Akron Children’s Hospital	

Beth R. Spain 		
Secretary			
Vice President, Associate 
General Counsel, Litigation 		
and Risk	 		
Signet Jewelers		

Anthea R. Daniels 		
Assistant Secretary		
Chief Legal Officer		
Akron Children’s Hospital

D I R E C T O R S

Virginia C. Addicott 		
Chair, Akron Children’s Hospital 
Board of Directors; 	
Retired/President & CEO 	
FedEx Custom Critical	

Louis (Lou) M. Altman	
Managing Partner		
Altman Company		

Alexa Sweeney Blackann 
President 		
Sweeney Chevrolet Buick 
GMC	

Timothy B. Clepper	
President			
Kaulig Capital		

Bruce H. Cohen, MD, FAAN	
Chair of NeuroDevelopmental 
Science Center		
Akron Children’s Hospital



Charles (Chuck) A. Crawford  
Chief Innovation Officer	
GOJO Industries 		

Thomas R. Crowley	
Retired/Chairman & President	
Gasko Fabricated Products

Elise Cuddy		
President, Emerging Leaders 
of Akron Children’s Hospital;	
Business and Incentive Travel 
Manager			
Signet Jewelers		

Gary J. Didado		
Owner & President		
J.W. Didado Electric, Inc.

Paul M. Dutton, Esq		
Attorney & Partner		
Harrington, Hoppe & Mitchell, 
Ltd.		

Shefali Mahesh, MD	
President, Medical Staff	
Akron Children’s Hospital	

Marci M. Matthews	
Founder, Grace Initiative 
Foundation Tree LLC; 	
Chair, Distribution Committee 
of the Cynthia Parker Matthews 
Family Foundation

Diana L. McCool	 	
President				 
D’s Desert Properties LLC

Marshall C. Murdough 		
Manager of Ecommerce 		
Simplay3 

Irene M. Prezelj	 	
Vice President, Investor 
Relations			
Acting Vice President, 
Communications, Corporate 
Affairs & Community 
Involvement		
FirstEnergy Service Company 	
			 
William (Bill) A. Scala	
Chairman & President	
Kenmore Construction Co., Inc.	
			 
James M. Schmidt	 	
President, 		
University Housing Solutions;	
Principal & Chief		   	
Executive Officer		
MKC Architects		

Beverly J. Scott	 	
President			
Friends of Akron Children’s 
Hospital	

			 

Margaret L. Stalter	 	
President, Women’s Board of 
Akron Children’s Hospital	

Paul N. Thomarios	 	
President, Thomarios	

Marlene K. Toot 	 	
Community Philanthropist	

Linda A. Venner		
Vice President		
Clampco Products	

Brian C. Wagner	 	
President			
CCG Automation, Inc.

William (Bill) C. Waldman, Sr.	
Owner & President (Retired)
Meldrum-Fewsmith Advertising

H O N O R A R Y 
D I R E C T O R S 

William (Bill) H. Considine		
Retired CEO		
Akron Children’s Hospital

Grace A. Wakulchik	 	
Retired President & CEO		
Akron Children’s Hospital

AKRON CHILDREN’S 

HOSPITAL EXECUTIVE 

LEADERSHIP TEAM - 2022

Christopher A. Gessner	
President & Chief Executive 
Officer

Lisa A. Aurilio, MSN, MBA	
Chief Operating Officer

Jennifer Baccon, MD,    	    	
  PhD, MHCM		
Chair of Pathology & Laboratory 
Medicine

Tarun Bhalla, MD, MBA,	   	
  FAAP			 
Chair of Anesthesia &	  
Pain Management

Michael T. Bigham, MD	
Chief Quality Officer

Michele (Shelly) E. Brown	 	
Vice President, Development; 
Executive Director, 	
Akron Children's Hospital 
Foundation

Bruce H. Cohen, MD, FAAN	
Chair of NeuroDevelopmental 
Science Center

Anthea R. Daniels		
Chief Legal Officer

Jennifer Dwyer, MD, FAAP	
Chief of Primary Care

Michael L. Forbes, MD, 	  	
  FAAP, FCCM	 		
Chief Academic Officer;	
William H. and Rebecca D. 
Considine Endowed Chair in 
Research

Kristene K. Grayem, MSN, 		
  APRN-CNP		
Chief Population Health Officer

Jeffrey Hord, MD	 	
Director, Division of 
Hematology-Oncology	

Steven Jewell, MD	 	
Director, Pediatric Psychiatry 
and Psychology;		
Lois C. Orr Endowed Chair in 
Pediatric Psychiatry

Alicia E. LaMancusa, CPA, 	
  MBA			 
Interim Chief Financial Officer

Rhonda L. Larimore	
Chief Human Resources Officer

Shawn M. Lyden, JD	
Chief Strategy Officer

Shefali Mahesh, MD	
President, Medical Staff

Robert S. McGregor, MD	
Chief Medical Officer	

Harun Rashid		
Chief Information Officer

Todd Ritzman, MD, FAAOS, 	
  FAOA	 		
Chair of Orthopedics

Michael D. Rubin, MD	
Chair of Radiology

Bernett L. Williams, MPA		
Chief Diversity, Equity		
& Inclusion Officer;	
Vice President for Community 
Initiatives

Katherine Wolfe, DO, FACOG	
Chair of Maternal Fetal 
Medicine

Mark Wulkan, MD, FACS, 		
  FAAP			 
Bruce F. Rothmann, MD 	
Chair in Pediatric Surgery

Christine G. Young, MSN,		
  MBA, RN, NEA-BC	
Chief of Hospital Based 
Services;			
Chief Nursing Officer

152021 AKRON CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY



AKRONCHILDRENS.ORG

Connect with us.


